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Pea Soup at St. Armand’s, Sunday February 24

by Ulf Sandstrom

The Swedish Club of Sarasota is holding its
annual Pea Soup dinner at 15 South Restaurant, 15
S. Blvd. of Presidents at St. Armand’s Circle, seco nd
floor. Itis on Sunday, February 24, from 3.00 p.m
to 7.00 p.m.

The Swedish Club will supply the traditional
meal, which includes Swedish recipe pea soup,
Swedish baked crepes (Plattar), Lingonberry jam,
Kalle's Kaviar, Leksands  knéckebrdd , Scandinavian
delicatessen cheeses, etc.

We have an entertainer playing and singing for
us. He used to be a pop band lead singer in a
famous American group in the seventies. He has
performed for some of us and he is just great.

The cost of $15 for Swedish Club members and
$20 for non-members. We will have a great time
together. Please show up to support the club and
have a good time. No reservations are required.

15 South Restaurant is on the south side of St.

Armand'’s Circle in Sarasota. There is a map on thi S
page. If you come on I-75, take the Fruitville Roa d
exit (exit 205), turn left where Fruitville Road en ds

at U.S. 41, turn right at the next light in the
direction of Longboat Key, and cross the John
Ringling Bridge. There is a map on page 5.

There is parking on the street, or in a 500-car
parking lot in the block off the southeast quadrant
of St. Armand’s Circle.

Swedish Club: 20 Years
by Ulf Sandstrom

The Swedish Club of Sarasota was founded in
1988 and is celebrating its 20th anniversary this
year. The current board would like to thank all th e
volunteers who have made this club a success over
the years. They have worked so hard to make sure
the events the club has hosted (more than 100 of
them) became successes.

We also would like to thank all our loyal members
for supporting the club all these years.

As a gratitude to all of you, we would like to

celebrate with you, celebrating 20 years of fantast ic
Swedish-American activities in the Sarasota area.
The club is planning for a gala dinner later this y ear
in Sarasota. Location, date, and time will be

announced in a later newsletter.

It all started back in 1988. | was walking on
Palm Avenue when | saw a sign in a store front:
Arne Carlson Insurance Agency. | said to myself,
“That has to be a Swede with a name like that”. |
walked in and talked to the owner of the agency.
Yes, he explained, | am Swedish. My father came
from Sweden.

Suddenly Arne suggested, “Why don't we try to
start a Swedish-American club here in Sarasota?

You call the Swedes you know in town, and | will do

the same”. A good idea, | thought. | wanted to
start a club as well. We were new to USA, and my
wife Annika sometimes longed to return to Sweden.

If we start a club, maybe she will not long back a S
much, | thought.

So we were a dozen Swedes having lunch and
officially chartering the club, twenty years ago. We
immediately started with activities. One of the fi rst
was celebration of Lucia 1988.

Since then, our club has grown into one of the
largest and most active Swedish American clubs in
the country. The club has been featured many
times in local media (SHT, SNN etc.) over the years .
The latest coverage was a full color reportage wit h
picture on the front page in the Sarasota section o f
Herald-Tribune at Lucia 2007.

Many members have expressed gratitude that the
Swedish Club is providing a link between the
cultures of Sweden and USA. We have witnessed
many wet eyed scenes when moments of Swedish
American traditions have occurred with the help of
all our volunteers and performers.

(continued on page 2)
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2007-2008 Board

President

CarinaWonn .......ccccceeeeeeeiieeecnnn, 377-2150
Vice President

Johanna Gustafsson.................... 330-9094
Treasurer

Lars EricsSoN .......ccvvvveeeeeeeeeeeennn. 360-7676
Ingrid Peterson .......cccccccvvcvieeeeeenee, 355-1 200
Ulf Sandstrom.............cccccvvvvveeeennn... 952-9 500

Eva Ebbeson .......cccooiviiiiiis e,
(All telephone numbers are Area Code 941)

Board members’ E-mail addresses:

Carina WonN ..........cceuvvennn.... Carina5058@aol.c om
Johanna Gustafsson .. JGustafssonl@comcast.net
Lars Ericsson ..........c.uueee.... LEricsson@verizon .net
Ingrid Peterson................. StigPeters@comcast. net
Ulf Sandstrom........ccceeeeeeviennee. coolio345@ao l.com
Newsletter Editor

Roger Wollstadt.............cccoeeeeevinnnenn. 925-0 454

Roger4336@msn.com

Swedish Club — Web Site
www.SwedishClubSarasota.org

E-Mail: info@SwedishClubSarasota.org

Swedish Club newsletter advertising rates;

per issue:
Full page $40
Half page $20
Business card $10

Sponsor Link on the Club Web Site:
$50 per year

Extended thanks to our advertisers and web site
sponsors for their continued support of the
Swedish Club of Sarasota

Anita Boakes, PL, GRI, ABR
Olivia Fashions

Molly Maid of Manatee
Sunrise Resorts

President’s Message

It's year 2008. What a milestone it is for the
Swedish Club of Sarasota. This year we're
celebrating our 20th Anniversary. It's been 20
successful years, thanks to your support. We are
proud to say that our club is the strongest going
Scandinavian club on the sun coast. Membershipis
up, and people attend our events by coming from
near and far. We are looking forward to seeing you
there. The next newsletter will be mailed out to
paid members only. We hope you will continue to
support our club by renewing your membership if
you haven't had a chance to do it yet.

Alert! One of our national Swedish traditional
pea soup recipes is in the hands of 15 South
Restaurant. Please, join us for pea soup and
entertainment on February 24. The board is
looking forward to a new and exciting year with the
Swedish Club of Sarasota.

Upcoming Swedish Events

Pea Soup Party.............. Sunday, February 24
Shrimp Party.........ccoeeeeeeens Sunday, April 1 3
Midsommar .......cccceeeeveeeens Saturday, June 21

Swedish Club: 20 Years
(continued from page 1)

Many members have expressed gratitude that the
Swedish Club is providing a link between the
cultures of Sweden and USA. We have witnessed
many wet eyed scenes when moments of Swedish
American traditions have occurred with the help of
all our volunteers and performers.

Many great leaders and volunteers are and have
been involved with the club. In 1998, the club
celebrated its 10th anniversary with a Swedish film
festival. Thanks to all the many hard working
volunteers and members, our club has established
itself as an appreciated, solid ethnic club. From the
bottom of our hearts, the board expresses to our
members and volunteers:

Thank you, thank you for supporting the
Swedish Club of Sarasota. These activities would
not have been possible without all of you. Thanks
for coming to the events over the years. Let's mak e
it another 20 years of success for the Swedish Club
of Sarasota.
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A Wonderful and Traditional Lucia
Celebration and Christmas Concert

By Johanna Gustafsson

Once again, St. Armands Key Lutheran Church
in St Armand’s Circle was filled to capacity during
our annual Lucia celebration on Friday, December
14. Lucia Nicole Rosander, her maids, starboys,
and Santas filled the room with beautiful singing
and the magical feeling that Christmas was just
around the corner. The youngest participant in the
Lucia was only 18 months!

The second part of the event was a wonderful
Christmas concert by Jonathan Spivey, a Sarasota
resident and pianist. He was accompanied by
Susanne Ericsson and Mats Helgesson, who both
came over from Sweden specifically for this event.
Mats played the famous naverlur which is an
instrument made of birch bark and was originally
used to call the cows from the meadows. Susanne
sang beautifully and played the violin.

Following the program, guests were invited to
enjoy glégg and various baked goods. Johanna
Gustafsson, the Event Chair, said the feedback from
the guests were overwhelmingly positive. One lady
had driven three hours from the east coast of
Florida to enjoy this wonderful tradition from her
mother's home country! The guests also had the
opportunity to renew their club memberships for
2008 and receive a free subscription to Nordic
Reach.

The event was largely covered by our local media,
with a first page article in the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune as well as on SNN6.

Lalmond/ Gustafsson Team

Johanna E.M. Gustafsson
CIMA, CFM

Assistant Vice President
Wealth Management Advisor

@5 Merrill Lynch

Global Private Client

1819 Main St, 12th FI

P.O. Box 4096

Sarasota, Florida 342304096
941 364 5676 Direct

877 380 1094 Toll Free

FAX 941 952 9678
johanna_gustafsson@ml.com
http://fa.ml.com/
lalmondgustafsson team
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SWEA Inauguration Dinner

We are happy to share with the Swedish
Club members that a SWEA International
Tampa Bay Chapter has been established.
The Inauguration Party will be on Saturday,
March 15, at Columbia Restaurant in Ybor
City, Tampa.

For details on the event, check their internet
site at www.swea.org/tampabay

This is likely to be a big affair, and it is
expected to draw guests from a large area.
Several of Swedish Club members are SWEA
members. There will be entertainment,
including at least one well known Swedish
performer.

Soccer: Sweden in Euro 2008

The Swedish national soccer team qualified
for the finals of the European Championship, in
Switzerland and Austria in June 2008. They
defeated Latvia in the final game, 2-1. Marcus
Allback (FC Copenhagen) and Kim Kallstrom
(Olympique Lyon) scored the goals.
The Allsvenskan season begins on March 30.

Traditional Pea Soup Party
Location; Map to 15  th South Restaurant,
St. Armand’s - SarasotaPage 5
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Sunrise and Sunset in Sweden

February 24 March 24
Kiruna 722 16.24 5.21 18.11
Luled 7.04 16.26 5.16 18.01
Sundsvall 712 16.57 5.38 18.17
Stockholm 7.01 17.02 5.37 18.12
Goteborg 722 17.30 6.02 18.36
Malmo 713 17.31 559 18.30
Sarasota 7.00 18.28 7.28 19.44

The U.S. has daylight saving time on March 24.
Sweden is still on standard time.

Swedish School of Tampa Bay
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New & Emergency Patients Welcome

* Preventive Dentistry
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FIRST PHYSICIANS GROUP - of Sarasota

Laurence B. Levenberg, MD
Family Practice Associates

Name(s)

6128 S. Tamiami Trail — Sarasota FL 34231
Address (941) 923-5882

(941) 923.3836 fax
City _ ZIP www.firstphysciansgroup.com
Phone

! Scandinavian Git

E-Mai t
E-mail addresses recorded by the Club are used sole ly for Can lnavlall 1 S
communications with club members in regard to club activities, BAKED GBUDS & GROCERY
such as event reminders etc. and in no way collecte d to be sold

and or used for ‘spamming’ purposes, by members or third
parties. Misuse of any E-mail address or an entire list of member
addresses is not tolerated.

2008 dues: $40.00 (family)

or: $30.00 (Individual)

Please make checks payable to:
Swedish Club of Sarasota

Swedish Club of Sarasota

11 S. Blvd. of Presidents
Sarasota, FL 34236

M.SwedishCIubSarasota.org

Note: If your copy of the newsletter has a
red dot, this is a friendly reminder that it is
time to renew the membership for 2008.

If you do not pay your dues, this will be
your last newsletter.

Crystal, China, Flatware, Linens, Unusual Candles,
Jewelry, Swedish Clogs, A Christmas Corner
& Delicious Food

1-800-SCANDIA ¢ www.scandinavian-south.com

2166 Gulf Gate Drive Telephone: (941) 923-4313
Sarasota, Florida 34231 Fax: (941) 923-2863



http://www.swedishclubsarasota.org/
http://www.firstphysciansgroup.com/

